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Monday                    
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Mar 23 through Mar 27 - 
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Centennial      
Elementary 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Panther Families, 

I cannot believe how fast the year is going by! The saying that “time flies when you are  
having fun” sure applies to how fast the time goes here at Centennial. We are excited to 
host Parent Conferences this week. As a reminder, there will not be any school on March 
5th (due to conferences) and March 6th (due to the Teacher Work Day). We will host 
group conferences on March 5th at 10:30, 1:30, and 5:30. If you would like to have an    
individual conference in lieu of this at a different time on Thursday, please feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher. This month Spring Break occurs from March 23rd-27th, but 
until then we have a lot of learning to do at Centennial. Attendance is vital as students 
must be here each day to partake in the rigorous instruction occurring. In addition, ensure 
students read each night to increase their fluency and work on comprehension. Each     
student has reading goals and you can help your student reach that goal with reading 
each night. 

We look forward to our state assessment, CMAS, next Month. Third grade, fourth grade, 
and fifth grade will take state assessments when we return from Spring Break. Please 
make sure students are here on time each day the entire month of April with a good 
night’s rest and a healthy breakfast to help all students do their best on the test. We     
appreciate all that you do to show support of our school mission “Achievement NOW” by 
having your child/children at school at 8:00 daily. We will be sending home more            
information about CMAS for you to read. 

As another positive, I am pleased to say that we have more parents and family members 
signed up as VIPs than ever! This is great news! Our school is thriving because of our    
awesome students, dedicated staff and involved families. We also want to thank all      
families and staff members for voting for CES for the “Best of” Elementary. As always, 
thank you for your support and partnership with our amazing school! 

Achievement NOW, 

Mrs. Noyes                     Mr. Lane 
Principal                          Assistant Principal 
 

March 2020 

March 23 through March 27 



Kindergarten News 
In our classes, we have all been working very hard. In Reading, we are continuing to learn how to decode words and how to 
read fluently. By the end of the year, your student needs to be able to identify the 90 Kindergarten Wonders Sight Words. 
Please help them by working on these at home. The sight word list through 60 has been sent home, a new list will be sent 

home this month. Main idea, what it is all about, and details, tell us more, 
are our focus, in not only Reading, but also in Writing. As you read with your 
student, ask them what the main idea of the story is. We are also working 
on sequencing, putting things in order. Talk with your student about events 
that happened, making sure they are putting them in the correct order. In 
Math we have been working very hard on learning about addition and    
subtraction as well as word/story problems. You can help by giving your  
student simple addition problems and then ask how they solved them. 
 
We hope that everyone has a restful Spring Break! We will be working even 
harder as the end of the year comes and we start preparing for First grade 
work! 
 
The Kindergarten Team 

 

First Grade News 
Our students continue to grow academically! We are so proud of them. 
In Reading, we are working hard to be able to read 47 words per minute by the end of 
April. We are focusing on long vowel sounds in our word work. In Comprehension, we 
are focusing on finding the main topic and details. In Writing, we are finding strong      
textual evidence, and using illustrations and text features to further our understanding of 
information. 
 
In Math, we are continuing to practice addition and subtraction fluency and are now 
working with teen numbers. We are discussing which math strategies are more efficient 
to use for  different problems. 
In Science, we are continuing to learn about plants and their positive attributes. 
In Social Studies , we are diving deeper into maps and globes. 
 
**Please remind your student to turn in their reading logs and their homework packets 
on  Mondays. They will receive a new one each Monday. 
Thank you for your continual support! 
 

 
Second Grade News 
Math - Our second graders have just finished up Module 5, so now they should be experts on 
three-digit addition and subtraction. We are now beginning Module 6, which lays the           
foundations for multiplication and division using equal groups and arrays. 
  
Science - Students have begun a research project studying animals and their habitats.  We need 

shoe boxes for their presentations!!!  Please and thank you   
  
Reading and Writing - Students will be working on furthering their phonics blending skills with 
new and familiar sounds in more complex words. They will be reading about and discussing 
what it means to be a good citizen, how cooperation in a community works, preserving our 
Earth, an American citizens rights. For Writing, students will be strengthening their expository 
paragraph skills and  start learning how to write narratives and opinion pieces. Students will be 
taught how to create visual displays to stories in order to clarify ideas as well as participate in 
shared writing projects.   
 



Third Grade News 
Writing continues to be a fun opportunity for third graders to prove what they are  
learning about in Reading. We have started our new unit on “A New Home” and reading 
passages about people moving from one place to another. We also received our         
caterpillars in class and the third graders have loved being able to watch them grow. 
Within the next week or so, we should start seeing chrysalis’ start to form! 
  
We are moving right along in our Eureka Curriculum. This month we will begin to focus 
on collecting data, and using  different visual models to represent the data. The different 
visual models will include picture graphs, bar graphs and line plots. Students will also be 
able to interpret graphs to answer different questions about the graph. During this 
month we will  finish up Unit 6 on graphing and we will begin Unit 7. Unit 7 will take us back into finding area of rectangles 
and non-rectangular figures. We will also begin to find the perimeter of these shapes and understand the difference       
between area and perimeter.  Finally, we will begin to set personal goals in math, by tracking our DOL data. 
  
In Reading, we are continuing with our New Home Module. We are currently exploring why people immigrate to America 
with the text "Coming to America" and then we will move into how immigrants respond to challenges in a new country  
using the text "The Keeping Quilt" by Patricia Polacco thus wrapping up Module 3. In the fourth and final unit of grade 
three, students will learn about artists and the work they create while exploring, through analysis, various pieces of art 
alongside written texts. 
 
Fourth Grade News 
In 4th grade ELA we are currently on Module 3 of our Wit and Wisdom curriculum. We have been reading “George vs. 
George” and more recently started reading “Woods Runner.” In our Writing lesson we have been focusing on expository 
writing, which includes writing a plan and then writing an essay that follows that plan. As always fluency and vocabulary 
are greatly included in our lessons at school but also as part of their homework. 

In Math, we are continuing to expand our knowledge on fractions, decimals and angles. We are now including a bigger    
review portion into the Math block to reteach and practice standards that were taught earlier in the year. These include 
but are not limited to multi digit addition and subtraction, multi-digit multiplication and long division. Please know if no 
homework is assigned, we always send a note home saying this. We appreciate your support with helping your child       
develop good study skills. 

Fifth Grade News  
In Reading and Writing, fifth grade students continue to read and analyze the events of the Civil War. By the end of module 
students will be expected to directly address how the Civil War impact people demonstrating their mastery of opinion 
writing. Their opinion writing not only includes their thoughts and feelings of the situation but justifying their response 

with evidence from the text. In preparation of state testing students are reviewing and practicing fifth 
grade reading and writing standards. Please continue to be sure that your student is reading for at 
least thirty minutes at night, along with a restful night of sleep.  
 
In the month of February, Math has been continuing to focus on fractions. Students have started to 
master addition, subtraction multiplication and division of fractions. Towards the end of February   
students will be moving onto Module 5 which focuses around area of volume. Students will have the 
opportunity to create 3D structures and then calculate the volume of their structure. To further assist 
your child in their math growth, have students working on their multiplication and division facts at 
home. Students have started taking time multiplication and division fact tests to test their skills each 
week!  
 

Science has also been full of exciting new learning. Students have turned their Science curiosity towards our new topic of 
weather. Towards the end of the unit, students will be able to test their knowledge by imitating a meteorologist. We will 
be continuing with our unit on weather allowing the students to guide their own learning and create presentations to share 
their findings with the class. 



Music Notes 
Kindergarten is learning about same and different patterns in music and the world 
around them. 
1st and 2nd Grade are learning how to improvise on instruments and with movement. 
3rd Grade is working on perfecting patterns in music and playing them with a group 
and the class. 
4th and 5th Grade are working on writing their own songs in the Apple app “Garage 
Band!” 

 
Physical Education 
Kindergarten students will be introduced to jump rope. They will jump over a stationary rope and progress into jumping 
over a moving rope. 
1st grade students will practice dribbling a basketball and jumping rope. 
2nd grade students will practice striking and trapping a soccer ball. They will also participate in jump rope activities. 
3rd grade students will improve their jump rope skills. 
4th and 5th grade students will practice jumping rope and create a jump rope routine. 
 

Art Spots 
Kindergarteners are going to be looking for ways Artworks are the same and different. Shapes, Lines, Colors and patterns 
will be part of our focus. We will also be studying collages and making our own! 

1st graders are looking at the stories we can ‘read’ in Art. We are finishing up our own  
story about our favorite birthday cakes. I wonder what we story we can tell in our art 
next!? 

2nd graders will be spending most of March working on our ELEPHANT! What color will he 
or she be?? What is her or his name?? What is she or he covered with?? Is Graffiti Art? Can 
Art be just black and white? Ask a 2nd grader! 

3rd graders are learning the difference between 2D (2 dimensional) and 3D                          
(3 dimensional) Artwork. We are designing and creating Class 3D Cities. We voted to have 
Nighttime Cities, the colors black, blue and purple with white, yellow and pink doors and 
windows. 

4th graders have been leaning about Cubism and next we will be learning about              
Impressionism. Then we will compare and contrast the two. How many points of view does 
it take to make a Cubist piece of Art?? 

5th graders have also been working with Cubism. We will be learning more about portraits in March; Surreal, Realistic, 
Photographic and more. What are the similarities and differences? We may even talk about a chocolate piece of art….. 

Media Minutes 
Kinder and 1st are reviewing different emotions and creating a Happy Place book. 
Second grade is creating a poster from an animal of choice from researching books and online. 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade are researching data for their chosen career choice. This is part of our AVID program, college and 
career readiness. 

 

Tech Bytes 
We are continuing to apply our typing skills through our warm-ups on              
Typingclub.com. We are also alternating between Think Thru Math and Myon, 
the new reading program. This month I will continue with their assessments on 
the knowledge of the keyboard.  The assessment focuses on whether the         
students are familiar with placing their hands on the home row of the keyboard 
and identifying the basic keys on the keyboard.  



Special Education News 
Here in the “Can Do Corner” we are continuing to work hard. In Reading, we are working on decoding words by focusing on 
vowel sounds and blending the sounds together to form the words in order to gain an understanding of the text. This also 
connects to writing, as we are writing sentences and forming paragraphs to show what we have learned from our reading. 
In Math, we are building numbers sense by making tens and hundreds. We also continue to practicing adding, subtracting,  
multiplying and dividing in order to increase fluency. 

Counselor’s Corner 
Care and Share will be hosting their Mobile Food Pantry at PIKES PEAK COMMUNITY COLLEGE - CENTENNIAL 5675                  
S. Academy Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO, 80906 11:00 AM on March 16th, 2020! The items given away at the Mobile Food 
Pantry are breads, milk, cereals and fresh fruits and vegetables! Please take advantage of this wonderful resource!!  

Please instill routines around mealtime and bedtime for your child. These routines allow your student to make the most of 
his/her day at school. As the weather fluctuates, please have your child check the school’s lost and found for any forgotten 
coats. It is very full.  

Over Spring Break please continue to practice the skills child learned here in school. In Math you can use flash cards to     
practice basic addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts. Flash cards are also a great way to practice sight words. Also, 
read a book (or a chapter) with or to your child every night. It is enjoyed more than you know. 

Thanks for all of your support as we move through this school year! 

Student Council  
Student Council continues to thank everyone for their support! We thank           
everyone who has brought in Box Tops and those who have scanned receipts with 
the new electronic Box Top program.  
 
We have some awesome events coming up: 
March 11 – Incoming Kindergarten Night; we will be volunteering and making slime 
March 17 – 4th Grade Musical; we will be selling concessions 
April 21 – 1st Grade Musical; we will be selling concessions  

This year is going to end on a super high note! Our student leaders have been amazing and great examples of what it means 

to be a Panther   

District Corner 
• Parents, the District is hiring! We are currently looking for all positions to include nutrition services staff, custodial staff 

and bus drivers. Visit www.hsd2.org to apply. 

•  Kindergarten Sneak Peek & Registration is March 11th at 5:30 p.m. at all elementary and K-8 schools. Your child must 
be 5 years old by October 1, 2020, to attend Kindergarten next year. Parents can register the student at the                 
Kindergarten Sneak Peek event by bringing proof of residency within district borders, birth certificate, and immunization 
records. Can’t make it on March 11? Beginning March 2, register online or in-person at the D2 Administration Building, 
1060 Harrison Road, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. All Choice Enrollments for Kindergarten (a school 
that is different from your zoned school) must occur at the District office. Questions? Call Student Support at                    
719-579-2554. 

*If you would like to visit additional schools, please contact each school for an appointment.  

• Do you want to choice your student into a school other than your zoned school? Apply for Choice Enrollment by visiting 
the District office. Remember you must use the CHOICE process again if your student is moving to middle or high school 
and will not be attending their zoned school, even if they were approved as a CHOICE student for elementary.       

                       

Arrival at School 
Please be reminded that students should not be dropped off at school prior to 8:00 a.m. - Tuesday through Friday and   
9:30 a.m. on Monday. If your child walks to school please help them to determine what time they should leave the house in 
order to not arrive earlier than the designated times listed above. There is no adult supervision prior to these times. Thank 
you for cooperating with us and helping us keep your child safe.  



  
March 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2            B 3            C 4            D 5 
No School 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
Report Cards 

6 
No School 
Teacher Workday 

7 

8             
Daylight Savings 

Spring Forward    

1 Hour 

9            E 10          A 11           B 12          C          13          D 14 

15 16          E 17          A    
1st Grade Musical 

5 PM 

18          B 19          C 20         D 

 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30         E 31          A     

Spring Break:  March 23 - March 27 

HSD2 Delayed Start 
Recently, a few parents have had some questions about what a  
2 hour delay means for Centennial. If a 2 hour delay is called by 
the District, the following will occur at Centennial:  
 
• Morning clubs such as the Conservatory and Theater Clubs 

will be  cancelled. (Please check our Centennial Facebook prior to departing for morning 
clubs).   

• Breakfast will not be served.  
• Buses will arrive 2 hours later at all stops.  
• 10:10 will be the drop off time M-F if we have a 2 hour delayed start.  
• 10:35 will be the time that school starts M-F if we have a 2 hour delayed start.  
• The counselors will not have breakfast groups, but they will do check ins with the students 

who usually participate in breakfast groups.    
 
Please know that when inclement weather has been called and parents feel that weather  
conditions are a threat to their child’s well  being, they may notify the front office via a phone 
call at (719) 579-2155 or an email to mbryant@hsd2.org to call your child out absent due to 
weather.    

mailto:mbryant@hsd2.org

